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Scott Morrison’s refusal to secure a variety of vaccine deals has left Australians dangerously exposed. And why did
the Morrison Government only secure a major deal with AstraZeneca? No surprises there - looking after another
Liberal mate!

Scott Morrison's COVID vaccine rollout fail

18 June 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
WORLD'S best practice is to have four – six vaccine deals. Scott Morrison didn’t do the hard work last year and now our already
slow vaccine rollout will fall right off the rails.
 
Scott Morrison was too late to do a deal with Pfizer.
 
Scott Morrison was too late to do a deal with Moderna.
 
Scott Morrison placed too many eggs in the AstraZeneca basket. A basket that enjoys the benefit of former government staffer
Kieran Schneemann in a senior lobbying role for the drug company. A role that is hardly surprising but is highly scandalous. A
role that was not published well enough in the public arena.
 
Schneemann is one of many health lobbyists to have a rich past in politics. From 1996 to 2006 he held a number of senior roles
in the Howard government, including as chief of staff to former Liberal senator Nick Minchin and former Coalition MP Peter
McGauran. He also held the role of secretary of the joint standing committee on electoral matters and was a director of
parliamentary relations at the foreign and commonwealth office.
 
The problem for Australia is that when you look after mates the rest of the population suffers. And that is the nub of our vaccine
rollout problem. Australia does not have enough back up options and now we’re paying the price with not enough supply.
 
Problems with specific vaccines were inevitable. Scott Morrison didn’t do his basic due diligence and his Government was too
lazy to have an insurance policy in place.
 
Even before this Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) decision we have seen the Morrison Government
not supplying enough Pfizer doses to Victoria.
 
Scott Morrison needs to explain how and when Australians under the age of 59 will get a vaccine.
 
While the rest of the world is steaming ahead with the vaccine rollout, less than 3 per cent of Australians are fully vaccinated.
 
Scott Morrison had two jobs this year; a speedy effective rollout of the vaccine and quarantine. He has failed both.
 
He needs to set new targets to get the vaccine rollout back on track.


