
NEWS AND VIEWS

The creation of Central Coast Council has been financially catastrophic 
and will impact local residents for years to come.
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Three point plan 
to resolve council mess

Shadow Minister for Local Government Greg Warren, with Central Coast Labor MPs (L-R) Liesl Tesch, 
Yasmin Catley, David Mehan and David Harris, addresses residents outside Council Chambers.

WHILE Coasties wait for Administrator Dick Persson’s reports as to why Council fell 
into a financial hole, the State opposition has has demanded that the Minister for Local 
Government, Shelley Hancock, put her hand up and take responsibility for the mess on the 
Central Coast created by her government’s bungled 2016 forced mergers policy. 

The creation of Central Coast Council – a result of Wyong Shire and Gosford City councils 
merging – has been financially catastrophic. 

Shadow Minister for Local Government Greg Warren has put forward a three point plan, 
which he said the Minister must adopt to resolve the Central Coast Council mess. 

“The three point plan includes the State Government establishing a public inquiry into the 
botched merger, footing the bill for the excessive and crippling costs associated with the 
merger and allowing residents to hold a referendum into the possible demerger of the 
council,” Greg Warren said.

Premier Gladys Berejiklian recently shut down the possibility of an inquiry despite a petition 
for the concept receiving more than 20,000 signatures. 

“I think the community doesn’t necessarily want review on review on review , they want to 
see action and they want to see fairness,” the Premier said. 

Shadow Minister for Local Government Greg Warren said, “It was clear the shotgun marriage 
between Gosford City and Wyong Shire councils did not work. 

“This mess was of the Government’s own creation, so they must be the ones to clean it up 
and foot the bill.” 

NSW Deputy Labor Leader and Swansea MP Yasmin Catley added, “For the first time in 
10 years, this government needs to prioritise the needs of residents on the Central Coast.” 

The Entrance MP David Mehan said, “Allowing Central Coast residents to hold a referendum 
examining a possible demerger was the fair and sensible option. 

“The government must let residents on The Central Coast have their say and make a 
decision about their future.” 

Gosford MP Liesl Tesch said a public inquiry was a non-negotiable. 

Despite the Premier Berejiklian’s resistant to a judicial inquiry into what caused Central 
Coast Council to implode financially, she has no choice than to face her political demons. 
A judicial inquiry is what the people want and she has no choice than to let democracy 
prevail – hold an inquiry that goes back to the when the rot began to set in, back to 2013.


