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The big wet

The Bureau of Meteorology has issued a Severe Weather Warning, including a flood watch for the Central Coast.
Be prepared the big wet that will continue over the weekend.
 
Flooding in the Dooralong Valley.
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IN the early hours of Thursday morning the Big Wet began its onslaught on the Central Coast and by 4.30pm Johnston Road
Wyong, and Anzac Street and Ace Crescent Tuggerah were already severely flooded. Yet in a Council press release received by
the Grapevine at 7.05pm, Administrator Dick Persson said “At this point, we have a couple of local roads closed and no other
significant impacts.”
 
Mr Persson seemed to be more concerned about potential flooding at The Entrance Channel, assuring the community that
Council was watching closely and was prepared to assist with earthmoving machinery should the entrance begin to close, rather
than seeking out major flooding that was already occurring.
 
There is no doubt, however, that concern for The Entrance Channel was a prudent move, considering the debacle last year when
heavy rains were experienced at around the same month, causing flooding from the The Entrance Channel closing and local
residents taking matters into their own hands.
 
Those businesses in Wyong and Tuggerah, who year after year suffer loss of trade and income from the roads flooding and
becoming inaccessible, would disagree with Mr Persson that it was only a minor problem in the early evening.
 
A Council employee, whose job it is to maintain the sewerage system and keep the pumps operating said, “the alarm bells rang
last night indicating that the Mardi sewerage pump was underwater and not pumping.
 
“I’m usually called in straight away to fix the problem, but not last night,” he said.
 
“The Administrator wouldn’t authorise the overtime, and told me it could wait until the morning shift.”
 
Cold comfort for Coasties who woke up this morning with backed up toilets and not being able to use them. They will no doubt be
pleased to learn that their unexpected discomfort from not being able to defecate on rising was caused by the Administrator
denying staff overtime. Then, of course, there are the health issues from faecal matter popping out of the toilet.
 
Danielle Yson of Tacoma South said, “Oh great so we may be without toilets and showers again because south Tacoma is still
waiting for council to fix out sewage systems.”
 
By 2.00pm today (Friday)rainfall at Durren Durren, in the Dooralong Valley, was recorded at 137.4 millimetres with no sign of
easing.
 
Severe weather conditions continue across the Central Coast and many neighbourhoods are now badly flooded, and many
areas, such as the rural districts, have been completely cut off and left isolated. Flood water on some rural roads, had risen to 1.2
metres and even more above the surface of the road, making it impossible for cars to proceed.
 
One Dooralong Valley resident, who had gone into town this morning, found herself unable to get home. She lived on the western
side of the valley and spoke to the Grapevine editor as he took photographs of the Durren Road floodwaters. “The road is cut at
the beginning of the valley and also on Mandalong Road, Durren Road was my only hope,” she said.
 
“Now I find out it’s too deep to drive through. I only live on Jilliby Road, just at the end of Durren Road. I don’t know what I’m
going to do?”
 
This Dooralong Valley resident’s plight will be same for numerous other individuals living in the rural district who went into town
early and are now unable to return home until floodwater recedes.
 
The Big Wet is forecast to continue over the weekend with periods of intense rainfall, potentially leading to life-threatening flash
flooding. Roads will continue to be cut by water and authorities warn motorists not to enter flood-affected roads.
 
Our river catchment areas are relatively wet at the moment, which also brings the enhanced risk of riverine flooding.


