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The entitled, privileged members of the Central Coast Aero Club should do the right thing by the Central Coast
community and immediately vacate the airport site, allowing $35 million in land sales and the 12,000 job bonanza
that is possible from the long planned industrial development of the Master Planned airport site.

13 May 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
DOCUMENTS received under Government Information Personal Access law (GIPA) show that the Master Plan Stage 1 airport
development was to cost $23 million, with Stage 2 to cost a further $55 million and Stage 3 to cost another $136 million, for a
Stage 3 total of $214 million.
 
With the proposed 15% rate increase adding about $25 million to Council revenue, the $214 million Stage 3 airport would suck
up a nearly a decade’s worth of the rate increase, or much of the gain from the proposed asset sales. Yet Central Coast Council
are still determined to support a private enterprise whose membership has declined by 47 percent over the past five years.
 
There is a mountain of evidence against an airport and for industrial development, the latter which is clearly supported by
Council’s own consultants Deloitte Access Economics, who provided feasibility reports in favour of industrial development. It was
shown that the development of the airport (as previously reported by the Grapevine) will not provide the 5000 jobs as touted by
Jamie Barclay, Unit Manager Economic Development and Property at Central Coast Council. According to Deloitte Access
Economics the $274 million Mater Planned airport development would likely provide no more than 109 jobs.
 
Central Coast Aero Club’s membership details from their 2016 financial statement show that in 2015 they had 211 flying
members and 284 members in total. In 2016 there were 62 flying members, with 175 members in total. By 2020, the numbers
had dropped to 128 flying members, now leaving 150 members in total. It would appear the viability of the club is in question with
such a dramatic decline in membership over a five year period. Central Coast Airport Resistance Group (CCARG) Mr Laurie
Eyes believes that members are dying out, or are excluded from flying on medical grounds and are not being replaced by
younger members.
 
“There are only twelve junior members,” he said.
 
“Yet, the further the membership falls, the greater the Aero Club's influence and the more public money we throw at their airport.”
 
Central Coast Council’s ‘Notes to the Financial Statement’ show that income from the Warnervale Airport landing fees has
dropped from $67,000 in 2018 to $28,000 in 2020. So why are the ratepayers expected to subsidise a declining business?
 
Peter Cromarty wrote in The Australian in October 2019, "CASA isn't killing general aviation; it’s dying of old age." And, "CASA
may be a contributory factor in the gradual demise of general aviation but it must look to the changing world around it for the
main reasons people no longer choose to fly in light aircraft… Leaders in the field must stop pining for the good old days and
hoping things will change if they complain bitterly enough.”
 
Back here on the Coast, Central Coast Aero Club continues to talk up a grandiose case without any evidence to back up their
claims. Newcastle Regional Airport and the eventual opening of Badgerys Creek will cripple any financial benefits from
expanding the airport. It’s a huge impost on ratepayers just to placate the boys with expensive toys.
 
So, the question is, why are certain staff members of Central Coast Council continuing with this folly?
 
The community has been told that they must tighten their belts and learn to live with austerity measures implemented because of
Council’s financial crisis and have been told by the retiring Administrator that they be should grateful for being given the privilege
of bailing Council out of its debt; selling off community land on top of increased rates while the Central Coast Aero Club continues
to benefit at the expense of ratepayers. Those on a lower income will be pleased to know that their rates are financing the
entitled and privileged few - the blue-bloods of the Region.
 
To rub even more salt into the wound, Administrator Dick Persson gave himself a farewell party yesterday at ratepayer’s
expense!
 
Back to crux of the airport

 
The 2017 Master Plan cost $450,000. Mr Jamie Barclay, other staff, and Councillors Best, McLachlan, Holstein and the Liberal
Councillors pushed for the adoption of that Master Plan for over three years via the original staff recommendation and six
rescission motions. Now it appears the plan was no good and we have to waste more public funds on another attempt.
 
Had the Liberals had their way we would be completing the $78 million Stage 2 development in August this year.
 
This raises an important question; will the community get an apology for wasting so much time and public money from those
concerned? NO.
 
Will the community be expected to continue to fund Council’s financial madness, who seem relentless in their endeavours to
invest unwisely? YES.
 
There has been no transparency by Council and like many pet projects, which have no real benefit to the wider community, the
decision is a foregone conclusion. No doubt the decision to adopt the Airport Masterplan, with whatever it contains, has already
been made in Council.
 
The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and Aero Club will ensure they have the submission numbers to back the
Master Plan. The AOPA has thousands of members and as a lobby group for General Aviation are very effective and well
organised. They did previously organised 700 submissions, albeit 75% were form letters, for repealing the Warnervale Airport
Restrictions Act and these Act repeal numbers were used by Mr Jamie Barclay to justify the current airport development work.
 
With declining aero club membership and declining income to Council from landing fees, again why are ratepayers expected to
fund an elite club, who have just been given a forty-five year lease to use the airport and brand new headquarters courtesy of
ratepayers?

Why are the Central Coast ratepayers
subsidising the ‘boys with expensive toys’
club?

CLICK ON IMAGE ABOVE to view Notes to the Financial Statements to Council showing a decrease in revenue from
landing fees and Central Coast Aero Clubs Financial Statement, submitted to ASIC, for 2020.


