
NEWS AND VIEWS

The Berejiklian Government has again failed to keep their election promise 
to stop privatisation. When it comes to breaking promises, the NSW 
Liberal Government stands proud of its acts of bastardry and shafting 
the community.

YET AGAIN, the Berejiklian Government has failed to keep their election promise to stop 
privatisation, wrapping up another year with more privatised assets and broken promises. 
  
The extra privatisation includes the 49% remaining of the WestConnex tunnel being sold off 
along with the continued privatising of the remainder of Sydney’s bus services into 2021.
  
It’s no secret that the Berejiklian Governments favourite pastime is privatisation and it’s also 
no surprise to the community that they do not care about breaking their promises as they 
pander to their mates with deals that make NSW look like a revolving auction house.
  
Selling off NSW assets is not the only economically viable option to consider and instead it 
can be very damaging, with transport experts commenting that the WestConnex privatisation 
could be the most significant waste of public money for corporate gain in history.
  
This all goes without mentioning the refusal to guarantee no privatisation for TAFE facilities 
across the state. Regardless of whether there was this guarantee, the community would 
not be able to trust a government with such an appalling track record of deceit, deception 
and secrecy.
 
It has now become a foregone conclusion that promises mean nothing to the Berejiklian 
Government, since they clearly have commitment issues with their own election promises - 
that is that there will be no more privatisation – falling through.
  
When it comes to breaking promises, the NSW Liberal Government stands proud of its acts 
of bastardry and shafting the community. The Central Coast remembers only too well their 
absolute commitment, both verbally and in writing, and in front of the mainstream media, 
to protect the Region’s major water catchment supply area from underground coal mining. 
The Liberals rode to victory on the Central Coast with Barry O’Farrell, whilst wearing the 
famous ‘Water Not Coal’ tee shirt, sprouting his prophetic words, “The next Liberal elected 
government will ensure mining cannot occur here… no ifs, no buts, a guarantee”. How 
quickly that promise was broken once elected and the new government, without thought for 
the contract that they had made with the people, jumped headlong into bed with a South 
Korean Government-owned mining company.
 
Back to privatisation and more broken promises, the Central Coast was hit equally as hard 
in 2020 too.
 
Government-held lands neighbouring Gosford Hospital, in the thick of the pandemic, 
during a price slump, was privatised and sold to developers for a great deal. Unfortunately 
the privatisation trend for corporate benefit seems likely to continue as the Berejiklian 
Government racks up ‘brownie points’ with its ‘big end of town’ mates. A trend that may well 
quickly get out of hand with the Liberal Government’s political hammer now controlling the 
Central Coast Council. A trend that in 2021 will see a lot more privatisation in our backyard, 
partly because of the NSW Governments refusal to bail out Central Coast Council. Now, 
because of the government’s forced council amalgamation, even though they were both 
found unfit for the future, swathes of council land, or more precisely community assets, 
looks to be sold off because of a failed experiment. 
  
The only positive privatisation news that came out in 2020 was the failed attempt to privatise 
the Forestry Corporation’s softwood plantations, a decision that was made following the 
devastating impact of the bushfires.
  
It is important for the community to note that the NSW Government has denied access to 
the $1.2 million ‘scoping’ study into the privatisation plans after a freedom of information 
request by the opposition was refused. 
 
It is abundantly clear that this current government believes in the mushroom principle - 
keep people in the dark and feed them manure. Because the  Berejiklian Government’s 
only answer to difficulty is secrecy and privatisation. The latter most experts agree is a fatal 
technique when it comes to our State’s pocket.
 
Privatisation is a waste of public assets!
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