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ALL stories reported by the Grapevine are always based on fact and not hearsay, regardless or whether everyone agrees or
disagrees. That's what the freedom of the press is all about and that’s what democracy is all about – everyone is entitled to have
their say and express an opinion.
 
The Grapevine News will always bring to the Central Coast Community news stories that have verifiable and irrefutable evidence
to back up what is published. You, the reader, may not always agree with the truth, but again that is your right to express your
opinion. As a news platform, with eighteen years of reporting news and events, we pride ourselves on the fact that we get to the
core of the matter so that you, the public, know what the facts are – after all, that is your right.
 
In reporting the news, we will not be bullied and intimated, nor reply to those individuals who feel that their only form of
expression is to be defamatory, rude, nasty, intimidating and bullying, and down-right disgusting as a human being.
 
The Grapevine will continue to publish news stories and events that affect the Central Coast community without fear or favour –
that’s our commitment to you.
 
If our stories are provocative, then they have achieved what they are supposed to do. And Monday’s story on the Paul Bennett
Air Show certainly raised a lot of comment on the Grapevine’s Facebook page.
 
It was obvious from most of the Facebook comments that a number of readers misunderstood the import of the story and what it
was they were reading – they over reacted, because selective reading of the story lead them to believe the story was a
condemnation of the air show. It was not. The story reported the facts, but it also praised the air show and said, “No one will deny
the community enjoying an air show…”; also missed, "the air show was spectacular"; but the problem, which was evident, was
there was no development application (DA) to ensure that problems with parking, traffic jams and excessive noise would not
occur and that the air show and its management was acceptable to everybody.
 
Had a DA been lodged, the controls would have been in place to everyone’s satisfaction. No one would then have had any
grounds to complain. That’s what the story was about and Council’s failure to ensure that a DA should have been lodged. The
story reported the truth and was balanced in its reporting of the events of that day.
 
One reader said in an email, after having read the story and the comments on Facebook, "I have just read the full story and for
the life of me I cannot see see why they are complaining. You appear to have gone out of your way to be fair and nice to them
(the air show operators)."
 
Despite the number of derogative comments, which really are no more than gutter snipping, on the Grapevine’s Facebook page,
the air show was a great event.  The F35’s were a great way to finish the day, albeit many local residents had complained via
email to this publication, in particular that a DA had not been lodged for the event. That prompted the story; a story that reached
more than 54,000 readers, and is now continuing to grow thanks to the aero club, its supporters, the naysayers and Andrew
Smith.
 
And without doubt, the majority of the 54,000 daily readers who log onto the Grapevine did not disagree with the story as
reported.
 
As previously said, everyone has a right to their opinion, but the opinion that truly counts is that of a civil tongue.

Saying it how it is -
an over reaction to the air show story


