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Berejiklian government’s denial 
over regional and rural health 
crisis
The NSW Government has been forced to scrap its plans to abolish train guards on the New 
Intercity Fleet when the now long-overdue train is finally pressed into service.
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WHEN quizzed in Budget Estimates about revelations of hospitals without doctors, limitations on 
tele-health and a system starved of resources, the Minister for Health Brad Hazzard denied there was 
a two-tier system in NSW.
 
The Shadow Minister for Health Ryan Park said the Health Minister’s attitude towards regional and 
rural healthcare is alarming.
 
“The Minister is either unwilling or unable to see the blindingly obvious. We have a crisis in rural and 
regional hospitals and we need to act,” Mr Park said.
 
“This Government is in denial and they’re leaving rural and regional communities behind.”
 
It follows this week’s announcement that the Parliamentary Inquiry into Rural and Regional Healthcare 
will hold hearings across NSW.
 
These hearings must be held in regional and rural locations to provide a holistic response to the 
issues faced by these communities. And that equally applies to Gosford and Wyong Hospitals. When 
it comes to healthcare there should not be any compromise.

Healthcare inequality issues on the Central Coast have been rampant for some time and like the rest 
of rural and regional NSW are getting much worse.
 
The Shadow Minister for Rural Health Kate Washington said “the people of NSW deserve world-class 
healthcare, no matter their postcode.”
 
There is a significant disparity in health outcomes between the city metropolitan area and rural and 
regional communities. Data from the Public Health Information Development Unit has revealed:
 
• Avoidable deaths can be twice as likely in rural and regional communities when compared to cities.

• The median age of death for those in Sydney (79) is more than a decade higher than residents in 
our most remote communities (66).

The highest rates of preventable hospitalisation and preventable chronic disease are in regional and 
rural areas.

It’s time the Health Minister Brad Hazzard stopped playing politics with people’s heath and fast 
tracked a solution to the problem. It’s time that our Sydney-centric Government realised that wasting 
money demolishing Sydney and rebuilding is impacting on more important issues, such as regional 
health.


