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The Morrison Government has responded to a 200 per cent increase in reported ransomware attacks in Australia in
the only way it knows how – an empty announcement and a photo op with no follow up.

Ransomeware complacency must end

16 June 2021
 
AUSTRALIAN jobs are at risk and businesses, who face an onslaught of attacks from foreign cybercriminals, deserve better.
 
The Federal Government talks tough about cybercrime, but in practice it is doing nothing to protect Australian jobs as these
cybercriminals menace Australian business to the tune of a billion dollars a year. This is a problem that quickly spreads; it is a
problem that can impact severely on Central Coast business as well.
 
The Australian Signals Directorate has confirmed that, as yet, it hasn’t used its offensive cyber capabilities to hit back at
ransomware groups behind the attacks on the Nine Network or health networks in QLD and Victoria.
 
If there had been a 200 per cent increase in crime by outlaw bikie gangs, would Minister Dutton respond with an ‘awareness
campaign’?
 
The head of the UK National Cyber Security Centre, Lindy Cameron, said the threat ransomware poses is the U.K.’s biggest
cyber threat and called for a “whole of government response”.
 
The Morrison Government has so far failed to develop a response that coordinates government action across policy, regulation,
law enforcement, diplomacy and defence capabilities.
 
Australian organisations being menaced by foreign ransomware groups need more than just another awareness campaign from
the Morrison Government. The Morrison Government must end its weakness and complacency on this growing national security
threat and start taking action. It must develop, without further delay, a comprehensive National Ransomware Strategy that
coordinates the Australian Government’s response to this threat.


