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NSW Labor Leader Jodi McKay insists the Berejiklian Government must listen to the Central Coast community and
establish a broad inquiry to investigate the Central Coast Council’s dire financial woes.

3 May 2021
 
LAST week, the Minister for Local Government, Shelley Hancock announced a public inquiry would be held into the council’s
financial state.
 
The announcement was made despite growing calls from the community on the Central Coast for a more thorough Special
Commission of Inquiry.
 
The community has also raised concerns about the terms of reference for the public inquiry being too narrow.
 
"The Premier is abandoning Central Coast ratepayers, who are now subject to higher rates, reduced services, asset sales and
staff cuts without a full inquiry to identify all of the reasons behind the financial collapse,” Ms McKay said.
 
“The Premier can't hide on this issue, she was at the Cabinet table when mergers were forced onto Communities.
 
“More than 21,000 people signed a petition calling for the judicial inquiry, not just a public inquiry.”
 
Shadow Minister for the Central Coast, David Harris, said the community on the Central Coast has suffered greatly and the
Government owes them full transparency on this issue.
 
“Only an inquiry which examines the Fit for the Future process, as well as issues related to transition under the first
administrator, the role of current staff and Councillors and the failure of the internal and external audit process, will offer the
transparency our community needs,” Mr Harris said.
 
Gladys Berejiklian cannot continue to hide from the people of the Central Coast. She has an obligation to each and every
ratepayer to find out exactly what went wrong with Council's finances. Her half-baked public inquiry announcement puts control
of that inquiry directly into the hands of the Government - it smells like a cover up, and the stench from Macquarie Street leaves
no doubt in people's minds that the Government has something to hide.
 
The people of the Central Coast deserve more than lip service and to be taxed for a failed council merger. Not only must there
be a full judicial inquiry, the whole sorry affair should also be referred to the ICAC and those responsible held accountable.

Abandoned by Premier’s lack of action


