
Tesch backs council  inquiry

Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch has welcomed the Parliamentary Secretary for the Central Coast’s back-down
on a public inquiry into Central Coast Council.
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FROM the very start, when it was announced that Central Coast Council had financial problems, the Opposition has called upon
the NSW Liberal Government to support the community and allow an independent investigation of the structural issues of the
Council.
 
Labor believes that Council’s structural problems and the botched amalgamation are the root of the Council’s financial woes.
 
“Before the previous Councillors even walked in the door, Central Coast Council was saddled with $317 million of unpaid debt,
along with a $50 million IT system purchased by the previous Administrator,” said Ms Tesch.
 
“We’ve had CEOs, Administrators and General Managers come and go for years but it hasn’t solved the ongoing structural
issues of Central Coast Council.
 
“I welcome the back down by Adam Crouch and Gladys Berejiklian who now agree that we need an investigation into what
happened because only three weeks ago they both said it wasn’t necessary.
 
“If they believe residents are going to cop a rate rise of up to 45 per cent without a proper explanation of what went wrong, they
must be dreaming.
 
“Residents have been calling on a robust inquiry, which ensures we can all have confidence and trust in our Council, Council
finances and Council processes moving forward.”
 
More than 21,000 local residents signed a petition in March calling on the NSW Government to establish a full judicial inquiry into
Central Coast Council’s financial collapse.
 
The irony of this backflip is that Mr Crouch and Gladys Berejiklian refused to even debate the community petition when all four
Central Coast Labor representatives tried to have it heard in NSW Parliament.er disadvantage them. This is her first test and one
the entire disability sector want her to pass.


