
The weekend’s re-announcement that the Prime Minister opposes PEP-11 is welcome but the Minister, Keith Pitt, is
dragging his feet on a decision.

29 April 2021
 
THE permit for offshore oil and gas exploration (PEP-11) expired on 12 February 2021 and exploration continues until the
Minister makes a final decision.
 
“The PM can talk the talk, but it’s time for Minister Pitt to do the right thing,” said Emma McBride MP and Liesl Tesch MP, after
paddling out with other PEP-11 activists at Terrigal on the weekend.
 
The weekend’s re-announcement from dry land is typical of the weak support of the Government for our community on this issue.
Running out of time and excuses, we heard something which had been already announced by the PM in Newcastle on 4 March
2021.
 
Emma McBride MP said, “Liesl Tesch and I have been proud to work with the Surfrider Foundation, Save our Oceans and the
wider community to hold the government to account.” (see background attached)
 
“But we’re tired of re-announcements, and the community is too. The only question left is whether Minister Pitt will do the right
thing and stop PEP-11.”
 
Liesl Tesch MP said, “This is not only for us as Coasties today. This is about protecting our environment on principle for
generations to enjoy”.
 
“We know the extension of the permit threatens our pristine coastline and threatens thousands of tourism, retail and hospitality
jobs.”
 
Ms McBride said, “The next time Liesl Tesch and I paddle out with the Surfrider Foundation, Save our Oceans and the
community, we hope it will to celebrate the Minister stopping PEP-11.”

It’s time to paddle the paddle

(L - R): 13x Australian Surfing Champion and 22x State Surfing Champion, Sandra English with Emma McBride, Federal Member for
Dobell, and Liesl Tesch, State Member for Gosford.


