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Departing Council Administrator Dick Persson drove the State Government's knife into the heart of the Central Coast
yesterday before celebrating his tenure, which was at the expense of Central Coast ratepayers.

13 May 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
CENTRAL Coast Council Administrator, Mr Dick Persson yesterday made one last call prior to departing his office by writing to
the Minister for Local Government proposing the government should prevent dismissed councillors from standing in the next
election.
 
“I’ve today written to the Minister proposing that the Government consider introducing measures, including changes to the Local
Government Act if necessary, that would prevent dismissed councillors from standing in the next election,” Mr Persson said.
 
“I believe such a move would have strong support particularly where communities have been negatively impacted due to the
behaviour of their councillors who end up dismissed only to return in the next election.
 
“This was a strong and consistent theme made clear by the Central Coast community during the consultation over the proposed
special rate variation,” said Mr Persson.
 
“I suspect in communities where this has occurred, they would prefer dismissed councillors did not return ever.
 
“I believe such a move would have strong consumer support, and such a policy would put greater pressure on all councillors to
improve their performance/behaviour.”
 
Mr Persson's claims go beyond the pale and surely must exceed his brief as administrator. His comments above have all the
hallmarks of authoritarian rule, suppressing the rights of people and forcing upon them the unacceptable machinations of a
burgeoning autocratic Government. Suggesting the Government enact legislation preventing an individual to stand again for
council is nothing less than a breach of the fundamental rights of a democratic society. Or does Mr Persson believe that
government has the undeniable right to implement laws that move toward a dictatorship?
 
The community were angry because they were being told by Mr Persson that they were shareholders in the Council and it was
therefor the ratepayers who had to burden the cost of Central Council's financial collapse.
 
Not once did Mr Persson address the culpability of those council staff who accessed the restricted funds without advising the
councillors. Nor did he address the failure of the internal audit committee and the State Government's auditors for not identifying
the alleged dire financial position Central Council was in. Nor did he investigate or identify the problems associated with the
previous administrator, and nor did he identify the financial problems with the two previous councils and the fact that were found
unfit for the future. Nor did he report on the financial problem caused by the State Government's forced merger of Wyong and
Gosford Councils. Instead Mr Persson embarked on a concerted campaign to blame the elected councillors, whilst at the same
time accepting advice from those staff who should be held accountable for the unauthorised use of restricted funds.
 
Mr Persson has taken a lot upon himself in believing what the community want; according to community members, who would try
and address the issues with him, he was deaf to their concerns. At times demonstrating hostility toward the community when
matters were pressed for an answer. Even his weekly sojourn on local ABC Radio came up with ever changing scenarios as to
why ratepayers should be held responsible to bail out Council's financial mess. He wasn't interested that ratepayers would hurt
financially, because he was on a mission from the State Government; blame the councillors was to be the continuing mantra to
convince the community that only their elected representatives should be held responsible.
 
 
If Mr Persson believes that ratepayers support his above comments, he is wrong. Central Coast ratepayers want democracy;
they want answers as to why council staff accessed restricted funds, they want answers as to why Council's financial problems
were allowed to fester and they want answers as to why those who set in motion the events that caused the financial debacle are
not being investigated.
 
There is no doubt Dick Persson has left the Central Coast under a dark cloud that has left a bitter community who see his actions
as not being in their best interest, but only in the interests of the Berejiklian Government.

One last blow to Central Coast ratepayers


