
The Berejiklian Government must be condemned for ignoring the Central 
Coast’s need for bushfire relief funding after the region did not receive a 
cent from the Government  even though it suffered  $163 million economic 
damage in the wake of last summer’s incredibly destructive bushfire 
season.

ONCE again the Central Coast has missed out on grant funding because of the ongoing 
Liberal Government’s pork-barrelling saga.

Deputy Premier John Barilaro and the Berejiklian Government must be condemned for 
ignoring the Central Coast’s need for bushfire relief funding after the region did not receive 
a cent from the Government even though it suffered $163 million of economic damage in 
the wake of last summer’s incredibly destructive bushfire season.
  
Instead of distributing money from the $177 million Bushfire Local Economic Recovery 
Fund on the basis of genuine need, Mr Barilaro and the Berejiklian Government allocated 
the vast bulk of the funding to seats held by the Government, while Labor seats across the 
Central Coast and the Blue Mountains received nothing.

The Blue Mountains, an area that was devastatingly impacted by the bushfires, and a 
Labor seat, also received no funding while Kempsey received $11 million to build a landing 
pond for skydivers. Kempsey is a Liberal held seat.

The Bushfire Recovery funds were supposed to help local areas recover from the Black 
Summer of 2019-2020, but apparently the Central Coast does not have enough pork in its 
barrel.
  
Shadow Minister for the Central Coast David Harris said, “The people of the Central Coast 
were faced with a $163 million bill from last summer’s fire season, but our communities 
simply got nothing.
  
“The fires didn’t discriminate on the basis of politics when they roared through our 
communities. I’m shocked that the recovery effort does.
  
“Gladys Berejiklian and John Barilaro are meant to be governing for all of NSW; it’s a great 
shame that they only seem to be governing for their supporters and no one else.”
 
To add insult to injury Council Administrator Dick Persson, more intent on cajoling residents 
into accepting a 15% rate rise, sat idly by and did absolutely nothing to acquire funding for 
the Central Coast. 
 
He said on ABC Radio last month, “I did not have an invite to the Bushfire Allocation Inquiry... 
so, I have made no statement to them on behalf of Central Coast residents”.
 
An invitation???? Isn’t Mr Persson’s job to look after the economic interests of the Central 
Coast and those business that suffered financially in the wake of the 2019-2020 bushfires? 
Or is he merely just the Government’s harbinger, implementing a predetermined agenda?
 
Mr Persson then went on to say, “I will lobby for funds through the system”. As distinct from 
media blitzing by the Blue Mountains Mayor, who stood up for his community.
 
Back to the State Government, Pork Barrelling now seems to be accepted Liberal Party 
policy; looking after your mates and Liberal held seats to garner votes. What’s shameful 
about this disgraceful turn in politics is the fact that the Premier and Deputy Premier laugh it 
off as if it doesn’t matter. Premier Berejiklian admitted, when questioned on pork-barrelling, 
that all governments direct funding to buy votes and it is not illegal, defending their actions. 
A very cavalier and arrogant attitude toward those people who suffered financial loss 
because of the bushfire crisis.
 
Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch said enough is enough.

“The whole process for the bushfire recovery grant program has been closed, with no 
transparency at all when it comes to who applied and the selection process,” said Ms 
Tesch.
 
“We’ve seen time and time again our home and our community miss out on opportunities 
we deserve because of the Liberal Government’s political games.
 
“Even when it comes to the devastating fires that ravaged NSW, which sadly saw several 
lives and livelihoods lost, the Liberal Government refuses to put politics aside - if that doesn’t 
show you how dirty this government plays then I don’t know what will.

“I was thrown out of NSW Parliament for 24-hours because I was asking too many hard 
questions to the NSW Liberal Government.”  

In time of need, especially in times of devastating natural disasters, communities expect 
the Government to step up in a timely manner. Not to leave communities waiting months, in 
this scenario, more than a year for financial assistance. Nor do communities expect to have 
to go cap in hand begging for bread crumbs only to be told that they may be considered 
in the next allocation of funds.
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