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Central Coast will  be impacted by Government’s secret plans
to dismantle the National Disability Insurance Scheme
As far back as September 2013 the Disabled Surfers Association of Australia Inc. had reservations with the fine
print of the National Disability Insurance Scheme, according to founder and President Gary Blaschke OAM. “I
said then that at least some three million citizens with a disability could fall between the cracks of the new
legislation.”
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THE Grapevine revealed yesterday (30 March) the Morrison Government’s secret plans to dismantle bit by bit the National
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) to make life harder for those people who need their help the most.
 
The Federal Government’s proposed changes to the criteria will have some of the 460,000 eligible people on the Central Coast
with a disability added to the list of those not deemed as profoundly disabled, according to criteria set by the Productivity
Commission.
 
Gary Blaschke said, “Certainly many people with a disability have benefited from the N.D.I.S., yet the Federal Government’s
changing of the rules for those with acquired brain injury and foetal alcohol spectrum disorders and the removal of the
“reasonable and necessary” test for the support and services, is nothing more than an outright disgrace”.
 
“Every scheme needs to have checks and balances, yet it should not be intended as a quick fix to poor budgeting from the
outset,” he said.
 
“Reduction of the ability of participants to have “choice and control” over their support packages and the removal of appeal, goes
against everything I have strived for over thirty five years as a Disability advocate.”
 
Just over 11% (460,000) of those with a disability will get the support needed through the N.D.I.S., yet government findings (ABS)
have 18.5% (4.4M) of Australian’s having some form of Disability. How does this fit in with the fact that Australia is a signatory of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Disabled which states, “recognising also that discrimination against any person on the
basis of Disability is a violation of the inherent dignity and worth  of the human person”.
 
It is critical Australians have equal access to a strong support system and not to accept radical cuts to the NDIS and use sham
consultations to push through so called ‘independent assessments’ to trim its bottom line.
 
These secret plans have shocked the disability community and reflected the Government’s complete lack of care and respect for
people living with disability and people who use government services.
 
The Government is not only attempting to erode quality of life for those who already suffer undeservedly, it is now using the NDIS
and other government services as a dumping ground for failed Liberal ministers. To serve the 460,000 NDIS participants, their
families, carers, and the professional who work with them, the NDIS should be a promotion, but the Morrison Government see it
as somewhere to be demoted to.


