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In their latest crusade against local government, the Morrison Government has kicked the local government
portfolio off the front bench.

Local government kicked off the field

30 June 2021
 
SINCE it was first represented in 1972, this will be the first time that the Local Government portfolio will not be on the front bench.
 
Although it may come as a surprise to Prime Minister Scott Morrison, there are three levels of Government in Australia: federal,
state and local. All of which have an equally important role to play.
 
Councils are the closest level of government to our communities, providing essential services throughout times of crisis such as
bushfires, floods and the COVID pandemic.
 
They deserve a seat at the table and on the front bench.
 
The community knows how important local government and local government employees are to their communities. Although on
the Central Coast the democratic process of local government seems to have been forgotten by the NSW State Government. A
State Government who continue to play the blame game instead of accepting Central Coast Councils financial failure was a
direct result of their own political machinations.
 
If the local government portfolio is no longer represented on the front bench, communities will be left out in the cold in times of
disaster.
 
Scott Morrison must forget about his political game of football and stop kicking communities rights to the sideline.
 

He must put local government back on the field of National Cabinet after kicking them to the kiddies league last year when
he replaced COAG;

•

Re-establish the Australian Council of Local Government - an annual meeting with the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers,
Mayors, Shire Presidents and local government stakeholders engaging directly on matters of significance to local and
federal governments; and

•

Have a dedicated Minister for Local Government on the front bench.•


