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The $252 million Stronger Community Fund grants rort has left the Central Coast community angry because the
Berejiklian Government played favourites and much needed and promised funds were not forth coming. Had the
monies as promised, because of the forced merger of Wyong and Gosford Councils, been received, Central Coast
ratepayers may well have not been looking down the barrel of the rate-rise gun.

21 May 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
PREMIER Gladys Berejiklian must take responsibility for the government’s grant rorts saga, following revelations that a long-time
public servant Tim Hurst has stepped down.
 
Office of Local Government chief executive Tim Hurst was responsible for administering the $252 million Stronger Community
Fund - Tied Grants program, which was used as a government taxpayer slush fund.
 
The fund was designed to assist councils that were subjected to the government’s 2016 forced mergers policy, however, it was
instead used to prop up the re-election prospects of the Liberal-National Government, with 95 per cent of the grants awarded to
councils in marginal or Coalition-held seats.
 
Shadow Minister for Local Government, Greg Warren said Mr Hurst was thrown under the bus by the NSW Government during
an inquiry examining the grants rort.
 
“The Premier was responsible for the Stronger Communities Fund - Tied Grants debacle, not Mr Hurst,” Mr Warren said.
 
“There is no one this government wouldn’t sell out or sacrifice in order to protect their own skin.
 
“It was the Premier who was ultimately calling the shots regarding this blatant misuse of public funds."
 
There is no doubt that the Premier and her government abused their power and position when it concocted and executed the
Stronger Communities Fund scheme.
 
In November last year the Premier refused to appear before the Public Accountability Committee to answer questions about the
rorting of the Stronger Communities Fund and the shredding of crucial documents by her office.
 
Ms Berejiklian said she would not give evidence before the parliamentary inquiry into NSW Government Stronger Community
Grants scheme and the destruction of documents that showed the Premier personally approved the distribution of $141 million
before the 2019 election. Coalition-held seats ultimately received 95 per cent of funds from the $252 million program.
 
Parliament was also told at the time that digital files were deleted. The Premier refused to order the Department of Premier and
Cabinet to retrieve computer files that were deleted by her office, showing how the Stronger Communities Fund was rorted.
 
Ms Berejiklian also declined to say what she wrote on the shredded documents that were used to funnel the majority of funds in
the quarter of a billion dollar program to Coalition-held seats.
 
The Berejiklian Government failed to allocate the $252 million in the best interests of communities – it was designed to only
bolster the Coalition’s re-election prospects and was no more than a self-serving slush fund for which Tim Hurst became the
unwitting fall guy.
 
Is it any surprise that the Berejiklian Government has thrown Central Coast ratepayers under the bus, leaving them to bleed
financially from the impending rate hike.

Pork-barrelling grants rort scapegoat


