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Ex councillor Jane Smith launched the Central Coast Friends of Democracy (CCFoD) initiative to enable Central Coast
residents to have a voice over recent events that have occurred since the dismissal of the Council and its merger.

17 May 2021
 
ON 12 May 2016, the NSW government amalgamated Gosford and Wyong Councils to become Central Coast Council.
 
The community was never asked if they wanted to merge and five years later Central Coast Council faces a significant financial
crisis, rates are going up, staff have been axed, community assets are being sold and services cut.
 
Now, five years after the merger, Jane Smith has launched the Central Coast Friends of Democracy.
 
At the time of merger, Gosford and Wyong Councils had a combined debt of over $300 million and only $5 million in unrestricted
funds and yet the NSW government forced the merger of these Councils without the community’s backing.
 
The NSW Government appointed Administrator, Dick Persson, acknowledges that the community didn’t want the merger then
and doesn’t want the merger now, but then went onto claim that the matter was resolved.
 
“It is not resolved,” Jane Smith said.
 
The Friends of Democracy will focus on returning democracy to our community and reclaiming our Councils.
 
Jane smith that this will mean educating the community about the option of a demerger, what this means, what it costs and how it
would be achieved. “We will then see if there is support for the demerger option,” she said.
 
(Click here to read the opinion piece in the Sydney Morning Herald about merged Councils).
 
“If not, then we need to consider how the community’s interests can best be served by a large Council. How do we build and
support an engaged community that wants to protect the things that they love whilst planning for the future,” Jane Smith said.
 
The Friends of Democracy is not politically aligned and welcomes supporters from all political parties will join this cause.
 
To get the ball rolling, Central Coast Friends of Democracy will be holding a Community Forum and Information Session about
merged Councils and bring out into the open the problems that occurred with the forced merger of Wyong and Gosford Councils.
 
The Forum will most likely be held on a weekend in June, with a guest speaker for the event who is an expert Local Government
and mergers. Numbers will be limited so it essential to express your interest, or the organisation that you represent, in attending
the forum by emailing admin@ccfriendsofdemocracy.com.
 
Jane Smith said, “I will also be calling for Expressions Of Interest (EOIs) to join a working group to oversee the work of CCFoD. If
you, or somebody that you know, are interested in finding out more then please let me know.
 
“If you belong to a community organisation, I would welcome an opportunity to come and speak at a meeting of your group.
 
“I would also ask that you encourage anybody else that is interested in our local democracy, to sign up to receive updates about
the Friends of Democracy."
 
You can sign up to receive further information about the Friends of Democracy and how you can be involved, what you can do to
help, and how our community can reclaim local democracy on the Central Coast.

Launch of Central Coast Friends of Democracy


