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The recent heavy rains and flooding caused havoc for local oyster farmers who are struggling to survive. The
Berrijklian Government must slash red tape that’s hindering them from accessing financial assistance, but have so far
refused to do so.

21 May 2021
 
A MEETING with oyster farmers, from across the Brisbane Water and Hawkesbury River, on Wednesday (19 May)and hosted by
Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch and Shadow Minister for Primary Industries Jenny Aitchison heard how oyster farmers are
finding it difficult to keep their head above water.
 
Ms Aitchison said oyster growers desperately need fee relief and practical support after the March floods, which devastated the
industry just days before the usually lucrative Easter break.
 
“The Government has left these oyster growers on their own. They need urgent help to get their businesses back on track and to
pay the bills. As usual, the Government is all announcement and no real support for primary producers,” Ms Aitchison said.
 
The oyster growers said one of the biggest issues following the floods was the quality of water, which is essential for oyster
production and pearl culture, had been destroyed.
 
The devastation came on the back of three years of drought, bushfires and the pandemic. Experts have warned it may take up to
three years for the industry to recover.
 
The Government recently announced primary producer recovery grants but growers said they have been unable to access all or
part of the $75,000 grants due to the complex eligibility requirements.
 
Ms Aitchison is urging the Government to provide an immediate waiver of all government fees payable by oyster growers and
relief from the Local Shellfish Program Levy over the next 12 months. She also wants additional support from the Department of
Primary Industries to local oyster growers to assist them in applying for the $75,000 grants and coordinating restocking.
 
Ms Aitchison said, “With a small window to catch spat again in June 2021, such assistance is critical.”
 
The Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch said, “After speaking directly with each of these businesses, we know that our local oyster
industry has been left behind.
 
“Oyster growing in the Brisbane Water and the Hawkesbury is vital to our waterways and local ecology. It supports many local
jobs and a number of businesses which have been in our community for more than four generations.”
 
“Gladys Berejiklian and the NSW Liberal Government need to step up and protect these businesses from ongoing devastation.”

Urgent flood relief for Coast oyster farmers

Flooded local oyster leases - a result of the March downpour.


