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The Berejiklian Government must explain why it shortchanged Central Coast Council that was desperate to fix and
improve waterways throughout their community.

24 May 2021
 
A $72.7 million funding pool was allocated to provide grants under the Coastal and Estuary Grant Program from 2016/17 through
to 2020/21. A Freedom of Information request has revealed that just over $38 million was allocated to some NSW Councils. The
funding period expires at the end of June 2021.
 
The data also revealed that almost 250 funding applications had been lodged, and a quarter of those were rejected. The reasons
behind rejected applications were redacted.
 
So, why has the Berejiklian Government denied funding to communities that had been impacted by erosion and other serious
waterway issues.
 
Councils Central Coast and Newcastle have had to beg for funding relief to assist communities that were severely affected by
erosion, yet the government did everything it could to avoid handing over the money.
 
It beggars belief that funding was there to help our community, so, why wasn’t it handed over?
 
Recent storms have seen our coastline washing away, houses hanging from cliffs, waterways in serious need of repair and
Central Coast Council despite for more resources.
 
The Government had already committed this funding. They’ve made the announcement, they’ve asked for the kudos, but then
they refused to hand over the money.
 
The problem hasn’t gone away, if anything it’s getting worse. The Central Coast community deserve the money they’ve been
promised.
 
The Minister for Local Government needs to explain why Central Coast Council has been denied vital funding.
 
The Minister also needs to explain why vital funding wasn't made available to help bail out Central Coast Council's financial
crisis. The Minister needs to explain why ratepayers have become the scapegoat to fund the Central Coast.
 
The costs of merging Gosford with Wyong was close to $100 million with ongoing costs in the tens of millions and yet the NSW
Liberal Government only provided $10 million to cover their bungled amalgamation. Then on top of that they deny erosion
funding!
 
Turn back the clock to the forced amalgamation and Hornsby Council, who fought amalgamation and won, received a $90 million
bonus - funding that it should not have received. Was it because an ex Liberal Minister was the mayor?
 
Are Central Coast ratepayers to be treated as no more than Medieval serfs? To be bled financially dry because of the State
Government's failed experiment and because they didn't get control of local government on the Central Coast?
 
The 15 per cent rate rise is a Liberal Merger Tax being forced onto our community to prop up a mega-Council that wasn’t fit-for-
future. Since May 2016 the revolving-door management and State Government administration has left the Coast in a dire
situation. It has left the Coast with higher bills to pay, less services, massive cuts to local jobs and a huge public land fire sale.
Yet when crucial funding is needed, especially funding that was there to be had, our Council is told no.
 
There is no doubt that while while services get cut, jobs slashed and roads get put on the never-never, we’re going to be paying
more for even less. All of this on top of the massive sell-off of public assets is just a kick in the guts from a problem generated by
the pie-in-the-sky machinations of the Baird Liberal Government. Machinations that the Berejiklian refuse to acknowledge or take
responsibility for and, without a vote from the community as to whether they agreed to the council merger, will now plague us with
almost half a decade of debt and poor service delivery.

Berejiklian Government pockets funds meant
to tackle erosion

Cliff erosion, Wamberal


