
The Black Summer bushfires of 201`9-20 are still fresh in the mind of most people living on the Central Coast. Wild
fires rushed through Mangrove Mountain and in the Northern suburb of Blue Haven causing wide-spread
devastation and loss of property. Thankfully, on the Central Coast there was no loss of life, but next time the Coast
may not be so fortunate. Yet the Berejiklian Government is still to confirm recommendations from a decade of
disaster inquiries, including the NSW Bushfire Inquiry, have been rolled out.
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A SCATHING Audit Office report found that in most cases there was no follow-up or confirmation that potentially life-saving
changes had been implemented as a result of the NSW Bushfire Inquiry report.

Emergency agencies have been marking their
own homework

The Shadow Minister for Emergency Services Trish Doyle said Minister David Elliot has a responsibility to ensure crucial
recommendations are implemented.
 
“Communities are still reeling from the impact of the Black Summer bushfires. Recommendations from inquiries relating to this
and other disasters should help us do better,” Ms Doyle said.
 
“It’s absolutely critical the Government checks to make sure any required changes actually happen. Lives could depend on it.”
 
The review looked at how agencies verified the implementation of 191 recommendations from 17 public inquires over the past
decade. It found:
 

 
NSW Emergency Services Minister David Elliott is failing to take the issue seriously and  his lack of action clearly shows that
NSW lags behind other States such as Queensland and Victoria, which have well established independent assurance functions
to monitor the status of emergency management recommendations.
 
“The Minister is clearly asleep at the wheel and is happy to let the agencies mark their own homework,” said Ms Doyle.
 
“It beggars belief that after 17 public inquiries over the past decade, not one agency had a comprehensive approach to
addressing the recommendations.”
 
The Berejiklian Government’s continued inaction has erodes public faith in the systems that should been place to protect them.
No one wants a repeat of the 2019-20 summer, but unless the government acts immediately we may well face another
horrendous bushfire catastrophe.
 
Disasters happen and communities need to learn how to respond better to protect lives and property and have the equipment
available to do so. Yet none of the agencies have publicly reported on the rollout of recommendations. The government needs to
answer, why?
 
This blatant failure to publicly report on critical recommendations limits accountability and provides little public assurance that
communities will be ready for the next natural disaster and recovery process. It is an abysmal and negligent approach to bushfire
preparedness and protection!
 
David Elliot has no other alternative than to table a quarterly report to the Parliament on the 76 recommendations of the NSW
Bushfire Inquiry. So, Mr Elliot, why the tardiness and inaction?

Agencies failed to verify changes were implemented for two thirds of the recommendations examined Agencies nominated
milestone dates, risk and priorities for only a third of the recommendations;

•

No agency adopted a comprehensive approach to addressing public inquiry recommendations; and•
Agencies did not publish a summary view of how public inquiry recommendations are implemented.•

CLICK on image to read the NSW Bushfire Inquiry Report.

CLICK on image to read final Audit
Office Report


