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Double whammy for the Central Coast

The people of the Central Coast now face a double whammy with the Federal Government’s JobKeeper support
cut on Sunday 28 March and the NSW Government’s underspent rental assistance scheme set to end on
Wednesday.
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FOR too many Coasties, the end of JobKeeper will be the end of their job. Scott Morrison and Josh Frydenberg are deliberately
leaving people in the lurch, and leaving them behind. Yesterday was the day that Scott Morrison and Josh Frydenberg turned
their backs on the Central Coast and on a million Australians that are still doing it tough, in an economy which is not yet ready to
stand on its own two feet.
 
Workers, small businesses and industry on the Central Coast, in fact right around the country, have been on life support and now
the plug has been pulled. The Morrison Government promised at the start of the COVID Pandemic that they would look after
workers and business alike. Yet, once the real cost of life support became a reality the Morrison moved forward with great haste
to terminate much needed support to keep people in jobs and businesses open.
 
The removal of JobKeeper was conditional upon the economy once again becoming sustainable from the rollout of the COVID
vaccine - four million people by the end of March. This has not happened, with less than 10 per cent of the target being reache,
but JobKeeper still had to go.
 
Josh Frydenberg also needs to explain to the JobKeeper recipients why he sprayed hundreds of millions of dollars around on
businesses that didn't need JobKeeper, and at the same time he said that he couldn't afford to support people who still needed
help. What the Treasurer has failed to comprehend is that his decision is not about people who don't need JobKeeper anymore,
it's about people and small business who still need ongoing help.
 
No doubt there are a lot on anxious Central Coast workers today who are wondering that now they have lost JobKeeper will they
still have a job after Easter. For too many people the end of JobKeeper will be the end of their jobs. That will be on Scott Morrison
and Josh Frydenberg's heads.
 
Then comes the second whammy for the Central Coast!
 
In NSW Estimates it was revealed the NSW Liberal Government has spent just 4.6 per cent of its $220 million rent rescue
package designed to help renters who are in financial stress because of the COVID pandemic.
 
Unbelievably, the program will wind up on Wednesday just as many people will need it most.
 
Central Coast renters are already struggling, with vacancy rates plummeting to 0.7 per cent and median weekly rental rates
skyrocketing to $430 per week.
 
Last week Commonwealth Treasury confirmed up to 150,000 people will lose their jobs in the aftermath of JobKeeper being
ripped away. This will inevitably affect the Coast with almost 5000 local businesses and 18,000 employees accessing the
scheme. In addition, when the $150 coronavirus supplement is ripped away from those on JobSeeker, a further 14,584 residents
will be worse off.
 
This will make it even harder to pay the rent for many local families.
 
Member for Dobell Emma McBride said, “I’ve been contacted by many locals already finding it hard to pay the rent, this will only
get worse as Government support is withdrawn.”
 
Jason Clare MP, Shadow Minister for Housing and Homelessness, who was on the Coast today to discuss the looming crisis
said, “The NSW Liberal Government needs to fix this scheme, not shut it down.”
 
“Just as JobKeeper is about to end and more people could lose their jobs, the NSW Liberal Government is shutting the rental
assistance scheme down and pocketing the dough. They should hang their heads in shame.”


