
For the second year in a row NSW, including the Central Coast, has felt the onslaught of what has been described as
a “once-in-a -generation” disaster. In 2019-20 there was the shock and horror of the Black Summer bushfires, and
again in March of this year the rains fell and people were dealing with devastating and widespread flooding. Both
disasters saw an alarming loss of life, livelihood and property.
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EXPERTS have now predicted the recent flood damage in NSW will cost even more than the bushfires. Thousands of insurance
claims have now been lodged but many more victims don’t have insurance at all.
 
The Central Coast experienced the force of nature as the flood waters rose. The Dooralong and Yarramalong valleys were cut off
by floodwater and many homes lost power and telephone communication and were isolated for days. The State Government was
calling it a one-one-hundred flood event and on their calculations Central Coast residents have a long time to wait before it
happens again. WRONG! Since 1981 the recent flooding on the Central Coast is the sixth such flood event.
 
As a resident of the Dooralong Valley my first encounter with this type of flood event was in 1981. The heavens opened and it
rained, and rained, and rained. My wife and I were in Gosford at the time the rain started, with a new born son and a young
daughter, and we were parked in front of the then ANZ Bank - opposite the hotel on the corner of Erina Street. We had to
evacuate the car as Mann Street began to flood and water was entering the car and lapping onto the seats. A tow truck pulled the
car to higher ground and luckily the car was eventually started and we were able to travel home before the rising flood waters
completely cut off the Dooralong Valley. Yet, we found ourselves isolated for seven days before it was safe to travel into Wyong.
 
Since 1981 I've witnessed the so called one-one-hundred flooding in 1989, 1991, 1996 and, the really big one for Wyong area
that would still be fresh in most people’s minds, in 2007.
 
As Aussies, we have all become well acquainted with natural disasters that often besiege us and, in a way, they have helped to
shape the Australian spirit – the familiar mateship; we tough out the storm, then pitch in to help in the aftermath. No questions
asked, it's the Australian way. Too often tough, the monies raised through donations to help those in need find their way into the
government coffers and disappear into a blackhole, leaving a disillusioned community. There are still many people whose lives
are in ruin from the Black Summer bushfires because both State and Federal Governments have failed to step up in a timely
manner.
 
It’s becoming clear that as a  community, as a nation, we’re simply not prepared for the more severe fires, floods and cyclones
that the Bureau of Meteorology, among many other scientists, tell us that are headed our way, due to climate change. Apart from
the human cost involved, our lack of preparedness continues to have a huge economic cost. A cost that will hit home as well in
the pocket of many people as insurance premiums continue to rise.
 
A recent NSW Treasury study found the increase in dangerous weather events will cost NSW up to $17.2 billion a year by 2061 –
more than three times the current damage bill. And that’s without the kind of devastating fires and floods we’ve seen in the last
couple of years, which the report states could cost up to $75 billion a year in the future.
 
So, what should be done?
 
The Productivity Commission’s Inquiry into Natural Disaster Funding Arrangements found that Australia only spends 3% of its
disaster funding on mitigation. Where is the rest of the money being spent? It's not, it's earning interest as it gathers mould in a
Federal Government bank account.
 
This simply not good enough and it's time our State and Federal governments realised that it is less expensive to defend a
natural disaster than to clean up after one. So, Mr Morrison and Ms Berejiklian, stop twiddling your thumbs waiting for a disaster
to happen and begin protecting communities. The insanity of all this procrastination is that there is years of evidence that clearly
indicates that investing in disaster resilience is one of the best economic investments a government can make.
 
In 2017, the Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safer Communities showed that if governments spent
just $250 million a year on disaster resilience, it could halve the cost of natural disasters. And, overwhelmingly, the insurance
industry, businesses, the community sector – even the Red Cross – agree. Investing in disaster mitigation will bring down
insurance premiums, create regional jobs, give confidence to local economies, protect communities and be good for the Federal
Budget.
 
So, why isn't this happening? You’d think it would be a no-brainer for the Berejiklian and Morrison Governments. Instead, both
governments continue to make excuses, point the finger and sit on their backsides dreaming of other things. The Morrison
government, in particular, has outright refused to spend a cent from a $4 billion disaster fund it announced two years ago. Even
worse, it has earned nearly $400 million in interest for the government over the last two years, instead of being used as was
promised. This Federal Emergency Response Fund could have been building flood levees, fire breaks and evacuation centres
across over the past two years.
 
Instead of making announcements and wonderful promises, Scott Morrison should deliver on these promises. Scott Morrison
should tell the fire and flood victims why he has reneged on his commitment to help them and why their lives are still hell! Scott
Morrison should come clean why his government refuses to do what he said it would do. The Prime Minister should hang his
head in shame but that event is unlikely to happen, unlike the warnings from our scientists of the disasters to come.
 
We need to get prepared now. We need our governments to step up and ensure that people are protected as best they can be.

Why isn't the Government investing in
disaster preparation and protection?


