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A constitutional referendum to determine the future number of Central Coast councillors and wards will be held on
4 September 2021.

12 May 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
THE referendum, which is to be undertaken on the same day as the conduct of the 2021 Local Government Elections being held
across New South Wales, is for Central Coast voters to determine the following question:
 
Do you favour a reduction in the number of Central Coast Councillors from fifteen to nine? This will result in three Wards with
each Ward electing three Councillors.
 
Central Coast Council Administrator Dick Persson AM said despite the Central Coast Council local elections being postponed the
referendum is continuing so that any structure changes can take effect at the next local election.
 
“The current structure of 15 Councillors are too many to effectively govern the Central Coast and that this should ideally be
reduced to 9 Councillors, with a Mayor being elected from one of the nine by the Council. A smaller number of Councillors would
assist in changing the council from a combative political arena to a more collaborative and co-operative approach to its business
and a cohesive governing body”, Mr Persson said.
 
“The reduction in Councillor numbers requires a reduction in the number of wards, and I have updated the referendum question
so that a ward structure is reduced from the current 5 to 3, rather than a removal of wards all together.”
 
The Central Coast Local Government area is currently divided into five wards (The Entrance Ward, Wyong Ward, Budgewoi
Ward, Gosford West Ward, Gosford East Ward) with 15 councillors. Each ward is currently represented by three councillors.
 
Mr Persson’s claims are nothing more than political spin dictated by his Macquarie Street masters who will stop at nothing to gain
control of the Central Coast. The State Government wasn’t happy with the result of the 2017 elections and have been punishing
the Central Coast ever since. Political disruption became commonplace from certain self-serving individuals who saw their role as
one of bringing the Council to its knees; a problem, which has become evident over the past months, may have extended to
some staff members.
 
The political disruption problem became increasingly evident when the community, who had been fighting for more than twenty
years to protect the Central Coast’s major water supply from being destroyed by the construction of a log wall coal mine beneath
it, went to the Land and Environment Court. The community needed financial assistance from Council and got it, but not because
of a harmonious and unanimous vote. The Liberal Councillors, along with their supporters, dug deep into their bag of dirty tricks
and, like good Macquarie Street soldiers, tried everything they could to sabotage the financial support to the community. Their
efforts were supported by certain Council staff.
 
Prior to the Liberal-forced-amalgamation of Wyong and Gosford Councils each Local Government Area had ten councillors to
serve the community. This was reduced by five upon amalgamation, which left many communities on the fringe areas of the new
super council struggling to have their issues dealt with. What guarantee does the community have that a reduction in councillors
will serve them better. Those people living on the outer Central Coast areas will more than likely get less from their councillors
than previously and the same grab for State political power will not disappear. So, the question remains, would a minority of
Liberal elected councillors again see the same provocation, infighting and disruption that was previously experienced?
 
Running a referendum without voting for councillors is just plain dumb! Council has reported the cost of an election at around $2
million. How much will the referendum cost?
 
Mr Persson, you have not served the best interests of the Central Coast community. You have served the interests only of your
employer, whose machinations ultimately led to the financial debacle of Central Coast Council.

Constitutional referendum on councillor and
ward numbers

Administrator Dick Persson has confirmed Central Coast residents will vote on a constitutional referendum on councillor and ward
numbers in September - but what are the real reasons behind the referendum?

 


