
News Rural Archives Contact Advert Enquiry

Name (First & Last):

Email:

SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE FOR FREE to the Grapevine News Online and to the
monthly e-book edition of the Grapevine Community News. You will
receive an email notification every time a news story goes live,
keeping you up to date with what is happening in your community.

Our online news update and monthly newspaper is about real local
news and events. We will not spam you or share your details with
third parties.

Deputy Premier John Barilaro announced last Friday (18 June) that the forced amalgamation policy, which forced the
merger of Gosford and Wyong Council’s, “hasn’t worked”.

Barilaro calls for council demergers

21 June 2021
 
LAST Friday the Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Barilaro raised harsh objection to the forced merger of Cootamundra
and Gundagai Councils citing that their communities had “made it very clear that they want their council demerged”.
 
Mr Barilaro pointedly added “Had we listened to communities at the beginning of the council merger process way back in 2016 – I
can guarantee we wouldn’t be here.”
 
Central Coast Labor MPs couldn’t agree more.
 
In February, Central Coast Labor MPs signed a joint letter calling on the NSW Government to hold a referendum on the
demerger of Central Coast Council.
 
Our community believes that the forced amalgamation of the Wyong & Gosford Council has plagued us with three Administrators,
revolving-door management and left us with higher rates, sacked Council staff, services cut-to-the-bone and our vital community
assets have been put up for sale.
 
It is clear that the forced amalgamation of Central Coast Council has been a failure.
 
Wyong MP, David Harris said "Central Coast Council has a number of unique features which were never properly considered
before the forced amalgamation including the geographical size, the Water and Sewerage business and the infrastructure
backlog which have all contributed to the current financial situation."
 
"Residents were never shown the evidence which supported amalgamation.”
 
Swansea MP, Yasmin Catley said “The forced amalgamation has left the Central Coast community to foot the bill for the Liberals
failed council amalgamations. Right around the state we are seeing amalgamated councils underperforming.”
 
“It is time the Central Coast community was given the opportunity to have its voice heard on amalgamation”.
 
The Entrance MP, David Mehan said “My constituents want to be asked whether they approve of the amalgamation or see
Council demerged.”
 
Gosford MP, Liesl Tesch said “This forced merger has brought nothing but pain. Our community is paying more tax for fewer
services and our community assets are on the chopping block. Almost half a decade on, we have been plagued with state-
imposed administration and the huge costs of amalgamation.”
 
“John Barilaro is right, it hasn’t worked and if they did listen to our community we wouldn’t be here.”

Deputy Premier John Barilaro calls on the Berejiklian Government to allow councils to demerge.


