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Farewell, adieu, goodbye

It won't be with a sadness of heart that Coasties see the departure of Council Administrator Dick
Person on 29 April. His tenure has been beleaguered with anger from a community who have been
treated like mushrooms, kept in the dark and fed manure!
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THE Order made by the Minister for Local Government under Sections 438M and 438O of the Local Government Act 1993
expires on 29 April 2021, and steps must now be taken to transition back to an elected Council. This lets the Government off the
hook for a full judicial inquiry into Council’s financial debacle, an inquiry that the Premier has been disinclined to implement. This
begs the question, what is it that the Government doesn’t want exposed?
 
Regardless, of the Councillors being reinstated, the Premier can still call the judicial inquiry into Council’s financial affairs, it’s
what ratepayers expect should happen - a full accounting of where the money went and who is responsible for causing the
problem to occur and fester. An inquiry that needs to go back prior to the ‘stuff up’ by the previous administrator and before that.
 
Council Administrator, Dick Persson said it was imperative that should Councillors return to office, they must understand their role
and the systems that have been implemented to achieve good financial outcomes.
 
“In my 30 day Interim Report I stated that Central Coast Councillors had not come to terms with the fundamental role of their
position and their functions under the Local Government Act. In my 3 Month Progress Report I noted that changes have been
implemented to see Central Coast Council return to a strong financial position over the next five years or so,” Mr Persson said.
 
“To facilitate this, I will be inviting all Councillors to attend two appointments – a financial briefing and meeting with the newly
appointed CEO David Farmer. I would expect those suspended Councillors committed to the future of the Central Coast, and
their role in it, to make all possible efforts to attend.”
 
Without doubt Mr Persson has acted faithfully on the dictatorial instructions of his master, the State Government, and in true non-
democratic fashion has run a ‘one man band’, making resolutions and decisions that could adversely impact ratepayers well into
the future.
 
Mr Persson has advised the NSW Electoral Commission of Council’s intent to conduct a Referendum in conjunction with 2021
Local Government election following feedback from the community. His one man decision was hardly democratic - it was based
on a survey of 613 and 465 participants. How many ratepayers are there on the Central Coast? His survey cannot be claimed as
being indicative of the will of the people.
 
According to Mr Persson, community consultation was undertaken on two issues – the reduction of Councillors and the Ward
structure, which resulted in:
 

 
Mr Persson said, "Following this feedback, Council will conduct a Constitutional Referendum in conjunction with the conduct of
the 2021 Local Government Election, which will ask Central Coast residents do you favour a reduction in the number of Central
Coast Councillors, from fifteen to nine, and the removal of wards?"
 
"This will result in nine Councillors with all electors voting for all nine Councillors, and all nine Councillors representing the whole
Central Coast," he said.
 
It would be difficult not to believe that the desire to reduce the number of Councillors is not a State Government ploy to try and
gain control of Central Coast Council, something they failed miserably in attempting to do at the last elections. With a council
controlling an area as big as, if not larger, than the Sydney Metropolitan Area, a reduction in representation will mean that the
community must lose out. When we had two councils, we had twenty councillors now we have fifteen and if the Government has
its way the community voice will be reduced even further. Why not just thrust Coasties back into a medieval era? There's a hill at
the back of Wyong Township that's perfect for the Lord of the Manor's castle!
 
The 2021 Council elections will be interesting to the say the least!
 
And Mr Persson, he has done what the Government had asked of him, but not given ratepayers the answers that they want. So,
when he leaves at the end of April, it would be wise not to look back over his shoulder, because there'll be no friendly waving and
a fond farewell - just the grimacing faces of disappointment and exasperation.

78% of 613 survey participants wanted to reduce the number of Councillors from 15 to 9.•
55% of 465 survey participants wanted to abolish Wards and have all Councillors represent the whole Central Coast.•


